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§ ne of my earliest memories of liv-
Oing in Joplin goes back to when |
was 4 or 5, going to Ewert Park.
I think it was an Emancipation Day cele-
bration. I know it was warm and there
was a band playing on the bandstand that
afternoon. | remember feeling excited as |
watched and listened, the brass instru-
ments gleaming in the late afternoon sun.
And that sound...!”
This is the memory of Charles McPherson,
known as one of the finest alto saxophonists in the

world today. McPherson, known to at least one
friend from his youth as “Hal,” was born in Joplin
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| July 24, 1939, B/
i and called Joplin home until
| he was nine years old.

In an article written by
Lionelle Hamanaka, the New
York critic profiles the life

“McPherson’s tone is big ..

| dark purples, maroons and
mahogany. He plays with™
great intensity and combines

joy and blues in one sound,
a la Billie Holiday and
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| and raised in Detroit, he fell"
| in love with be-bop when he

studied with bop'master
pianist Barry Harris and was
in the circle of Detroit’s

'~ stars...” . k|
~ According to The 118
Biographical Encyclopedia of
Jazz, McPherson plays alto |
and tenor saxophones,

piano, and has been recog-

nized both as a musician and

composer. He is-the actual saxophonist playing in
the movie “Bird,” which tells the story of one of
the all-time great jazz musicians, Charlie “Bird”
Parker. The movie's.director, Clint Eastwood, per-
sonally.chose McPherson to re-create the leg-
endary sound of that great jazzzmusician:

In October 1998, McPherson was featured at
Lincoln Center debuting “Manhattan Nocturne,”
an original composition' commissioned by the
Lincoln Center Jazz Series.

Wow! After reading about the achievements of
this man, | couldn’t wait to talk to him about his
memories of Joplin. | picked up the phone to call
him, and in no time we were chatting away!

“My fondest memory of Joplin is of someone
who | consider, to this day, my bestest friend from
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- my childhood. There was-a‘family that lived
' just up the street on Broadway from us, last

' name of Harding,-I-bélieve, who had kids whlo :
were similar ages as
the kids in.our fami-

when we. were about
two years old. | | B
haven't seen or heard |
from him since |
‘moved away, but | '
“I[':'Lai'rc_i__that_lié"-f‘fbecame | B
a newspaperman.” | & '
& Claire» 888 | R
Newspaperman? | ;

“know a Clair who is a

newspaperman. In SR A

fact, he’s the editorial

at The Joplin Clobe and has been for
is last name isn’t Harding, it's
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have been known t6 be a pretty good leaper in my
time)l.decided to check out the last name of his
friend as McPherson remembered it.
I looked in the City Directory for 1927 and
found a family with the last name “Hardin” living

- at 510 Broadway. Then, | leafed through the 1940
- City Directory for that residence and the name list-

ed was Clair Goodwin! | could not wait to call
Clair Geodwin to tell him who | had talked to!
“You must be talking about ‘Hal’,” said Clair.
Uh-oh. “We-e-e-e-l-l,” | replied, “ I'm not
sure. That's not a'name | have heard him called.”
“Charles, then. Charles McPherson,” said a
voice full of warnith.
Eureka! 1 was, speaking with the man Charles

'McPherson calls ‘his best friend!These two men

shared some great stories with me. Through our
conversations | have learned so much about the
history of‘East Joplin in the 40’s. These are the sto-
ries of a rather special community within Joplin - a
community rich in ethnic diversity.

As we celebrate African-American History
Month, we recognize the achievements of great
Bsople like'Martin Luther King, Jr., George

/ashington Carver, Langston Hughes, W. B.
Dubois, and Maya Angelou. And Joplin honors
Charles McPherson!

To learn more about Charles McPherson and
hear his musig, go to his website:
www.charlesmepherson.com.
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