THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1997

Arts & Entertainment

srser o e
PAGE 17

Jazz great McPherson leads qumtet at Neurosciences

By BRIAN McMAHON
Village News

This weekend La Jollans will
be treated to a jazz reunion of
sorts.

Not since they collaborated on
the acclaimed 1995 Arabesque
release “First Flight Out” have
alto saxophonist Charles McPher-
son and trumpeter Tom Harrell
performed together. On Sat., Oct.
18, the Athenaeum Jazz at the
Neurosciences Institute presents
the jazz giants in a quintet format.

“We will do a combination of
my originals, certainly some be-
bop standards, some Tin Pan
Alley standards of old and proba-
bly a couple of things from Tom
Harrell — a mix of things,”
McPherson said. “It will be
straight-ahead acoustical jazz.”

The quintet will be filled out
by Alan Broadbent on piano, Jeff
Littleton on bass and Charles
McPherson, Jr., on drums.

McPherson, a La Jolla resident
and Missouri native who grew up
in Detroit and studied piano with
Barry Harris, came of age as a
musician during a 12-year stint
with composer, pianist and
bassist Charles Mingus. McPher-

son joined Mingus in New York
City in 1960 and remained with
the oft-turbulent musical legend
throughout the equally chaotic
decade.

“It was tumultuous, but it was
interesting, though,” McPherson
said. “It was really a great musi-
cal experience, social experience
and every other kind of experi-
ence ... My involvement with
Mingus, basically composition-
wise, I learned a lot from him.

“I guess, for the most part, my
professional teeth were cut work-
ing in his band. It was the first
internationally known working
band that I became involved
with.”

McPherson followed his
mother and her family to Califor-
nia and settled in La Jolla in
1978. Internationally recognized
for his interpretation of another
jazz great, alto man Charlie Park-
er, McPherson was recruited to
work on the 1988 Parker leplC,
“Bird!”

“I did quite a bit of the sound-
track,” McPherson said. “In fact,
everything that wasn’t Charlie
Parker, basically was probably
me.”

Parker was another musical
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Saxophonist Charles McPherson
appears with Tom Harrell on Oct.
18 at the Athenaeum'’s Jazz at
the Neurosciences Institute,
10640 John Jay Hopkins Drive.
genius whose persona has
become legend almost as much
for his antics as his music.
McPherson said that despite his
off-stage — or onstage, for that
matter — antics, Bird knew what
time it was.
“He wasn’t your nine-to-five
guy,” McPherson laughed. “But
there was always a sense of con-

‘Everything that
wasn’t Charlie
Parker, basically

was probably me.’

— Charles McPherson

trol that Bird had. He was an odd
man, he did crazy things, but
there was this sense of control
also. Crazy things were done
where crazy things could be
done.

“But when there was a time
not to be crazy, he seemed to
know when that was, and was
accordingly correct ... Bird’s
bizarreness even had a sense of
organization about it.”

Friends from the jazz scene,
McPherson enlisted the trumpet
work of Harrell for the 1995
recording of “First Flight Out.”
The record was awarded 4 1/2
stars from the revered jazz publi-
cation Down Beat.

“Originally, [Harrell] was sup-
posed to be on maybe one or two,
maybe three tracks,” McPherson

said. “But the symbiosis was so
happening, that we just made a
quintet thing out of it.”

Harrell, who has played with
Gerry Mulligan, Horace Silver
and Bill Evans, will be part of the
Neuroscciences quintet that also
features McPherson’s son
Charles.

“I love it; it's great,” McPher-
son, Sr. said. “It's nice to have a
kid that I play with, that I actually
like the way he plays, and it’s not
just because of some nepotism or
something. I like him musically
and I like him as a drummer.”

For tickets — if any remain —
call the Athenaeum at 454-5872.
The Neurosciences Institute is
located at 10640 John Jay Hop-
kins Drive.



